Introduction

The Kern County Superintendent of School’s Alternative Education K-12 Course of
Study represents a standards-based approach to curriculum development and deliverance.
It was produced through a collaborative effort of court and community schools’ teaching
staff and administration. It is a living document that will be updated and refined as the
foundation of standards-based textbooks is expanded. It includes all core content areas,
as well as high school electives.

Content Areas

e English-Language Arts
e Mathematics
o K-6 Mathematics
e Pre-algebra
o Algebra, Geometry, Algebra II
e History-Social Science
e K-8 Social Science
o World History and Geography
e United States History and Geography
e Principles of Democracy (government)
e Principles of Economics
e Science
o K-8 General Science
e Earth Science
e Life Science
e Physical Science

e Fine Art
e Physical Education
e Health
o Electives
e Career Skills
e Computers
e Job Skills
e Life Skills
e  Vocational skills
e Work Experience

Course Listing and Textbook Matrix

A “Course Listing and Textbook Matrix™ for each content area precedes the Course
Descriptions and Course Outlines, listing the textbooks and credit values for each course
and textbook within the respective content area. A course may have more than one
textbook option that will fulfill the course’s content standards. Each matrix begins with
the primary-grade courses and proceeds through intermediate, middle school and high-
school level curriculum. Note: only courses designed for high school students have a
course number, with related credit values.



Course Descriptions and Course Outlines

All content areas contain a Course Description and Course Outline, if applicable, for each
K-12 course included in that content area. The Course Descriptions define the grade-
level, the content-area standards and objectives contained in a particular course, as well
as the resources and evaluation procedures for that course. Frequently, there is more than
one textbook option to address the standards to be achieved in a course. The Course
Outlines describe the assignments for each textbook option listed for a course. The
Course Outlines, while maintaining continuity throughout all programs as students
transition, also allow for teacher discretion by providing the option of teacher-generated
activities. If a student, for example, has an area of interest within a subject or course, the
teacher may create a specific assignment directed toward that interest instead of having
the student complete one of the suggested activities.

Course Titles: reflect the subject matter, ability level and time frame of a course.

e Subject Matter: The Course of Study contains all courses required by the
California Department of Education, as well as various elective courses for the
high school students.

e Ability Levels: The court and community school programs are committed to the
success of all students. Providing students access to the content standards in the
core curriculum, regardless of ability level, is of primary importance. Therefore,
court and community schools maintain an individualized approach in all
educational settings. Curriculum is offered, to the greatest degree possible, in
each content area, at five ability levels. Teachers are trained to evaluate
assessments and place students in the most challenging curriculum commensurate
with each student’s ability level. The following is a description of each of the
ability levels:

I: Grades 2-3 reading/mathematics ability
II: Grades 4-6 reading/mathematics ability
III: Grades 7-8
High School: Grades 9-12
College Prep: Advanced work for Grades 9-12

e Time Frame: Independent study courses that are two-semester in length are
designated with an “A” for the first semester and a “B” for the student’s second
semester. Regardless, of the time period of enrollment, if a student had already
received 5 credits in a course, that student should be placed in the “B” semester
(second semester) for that course. Similarly, if a student enrolled late in the
school year, but never completed credits in a course requirement for that year, the
teacher should begin the student in the “A” course.



e Time Frame: Classroom Instruction and the Sequenced Pattern of Instruction

The Course Descriptions for classroom-based instruction focus on the delivery of
the content standards as outlined in the K-12 Sequenced Pattern of Instruction, for
each semester during the school year. An “A” course refers to the fall semester,
the “B” course to the spring semester, and, at the high school level, the “C” course
refers to the summer school session. Instruction is based on grade-level
standards, but teachers use strategies such as “backwards mapping” and “layered
curriculum” to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. All
classroom teachers should have a copy of the Sequenced Pattern of Instruction for
their respective grade levels. Copies are available from the site administrator.

e Course Titles: Summary

Examples of Independent Study course titles and their respective explanations
follow:

1) English IA=Subject: English, Level: 1 (2-3), A: first semester

2) Mathematics IIIB= Subject: Math, Level: 111 (7-8), B: second semester

3) Principles of Economics II: Subject: Economics, Level: 11 (4-6) (one semester
course)

Examples of Classroom-based instruction course titles and their respective
explanations:

1) High School Social Science A= Subject: Social Science, Level: 9-12, A: fall
semester

2) Intermediate English B= Subject. English, Level: 4-6, B: spring semester

3) High School English-Language Arts A=Subject: English, Level: 9-12, A: fall
semester

Writing Rubrics

During the WASC, Focus on Learning self-study process, it was determined that court
and community school students generally need to improve their writing skills. Therefore,
writing assignments have been infused throughout the curriculum, and teachers are
provided with standards-based rubrics with which to evaluate all writing assignments. All
teachers should have a copy of Alternative Education’s “Standards-based Writing
Rubrics” booklet. If not, a copy is available from the site administrator.

Academic Credit

With the transitory nature of the Alternative Education student population, students earn
academic credit on a variable credit basis. For those students who enroll after the
beginning of a semester, and who have work in progress from their school of residence,
the credit value of time earned from their home school should be awarded in proportion
to their time enrolled there. Teachers should strive to provide students the opportunity to



earn 5-credit blocks in required core content areas. Therefore, when appropriate, priority
should be given to placing students in curriculum that will complete their grades-in-
progress credit values to a 5-credit block.

For independent study, students earn credits upon successful completion of assigned
work. Teachers should use the Course Outlines as their guide for determining the credit
value of assignments.

Students enrolled in classroom instruction earn 1 credit in each content area offered for
every fifteen days of enrollment (with satisfactory attendance) in the respective content

arca.

Course Numbering System

The Course of Study provides course numbers for all grade 9-12 courses outlined, as well
as for those courses for which teachers may want to write course contracts to provide for
individualized or supplementary study in a content area. The numbering system, in
general, was created to reflect the ability level of a course, as well as the subject area.

For independent study, the first and third digits reflect the ability levels:
2X5X=level I (grades 2-3)

3XXX=level II (grades 4-6)

3X5X= level III (grades 7-8)

4XXX=high school (9-12)

4X5X=college prep (9-12 advanced)

Classroom-based instruction course numbers begin with a 5: SXXX.

The second digit in all course numbers reflects the subject area:
1=English-Language Arts

2=Mathematics

3=Science

4=Social Science

5=Physical Education

6=Fine Arts

7=Health

8=Electives

The fourth digit in all course numbers represents the sequence of a course within a
content area at a specific ability level.

Example:

4401: High School World History A

4x0x=high school level

x4xx=social science

xxx 1=first course in social science series at the high school level




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


