
Course Title:  GRADE FIVE ENGLISH-
LANGUAGE ARTS-A 

Course Description 

Course No. N/A                              Grade level:  5 
 
Text and Resources: 
*A. California Reading: Expeditions; Houghton-Mifflin 
*B.  Practice Workbook: Expeditions; Houghton-Mifflin 
  C.  Target Spelling 1020; Steck-Vaughn 
  D.  Literature for English, Intermediate Two; McGraw-Hill  

Contemporary 
  E.  Grade-level appropriate literature 
 
*Primary Adoption 

Course Content:  Key Content Standards and 
Course Objectives 

1.  Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary:  Read 
narrative and expository text aloud with fluency and accuracy, 
and with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression (5-1.1/6-
1.1).  Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown 
words (5-1.2). Understand and explain frequently used 
synonyms, antonyms and homographs (5-1.3).  Know abstract, 
derived roots and affixes from Greek and Latin, and use this 
knowledge to analyze the meaning of words (5-1.4).   

2.  Reading Comprehension:  Understand how text features make 
information accessible and usable (5-2.1).  Discern main ideas 
and concepts presented in texts, identifying and assessing 
evidence that supports those ideas (5-2.3).  Distinguish among 
facts, supported inferences, and opinions in text (5-2.5).   

3.  Literary Response and Analysis: Identify and analyze the 
characteristics of poetry, drama, fiction, and non-fiction as 
literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose (5-3.1).  
Distinguish among forms of fiction and describe the major 
characteristics of each form (6-3.l).  Identify the main problem or 
conflict of the plot and how it is resolved (5-3.2).   

4.  Writing Strategies:  Create a multiple-paragraph narrative 
composition that establishes/develops a situation or plot, 
describes the setting and presents and ending (5-1.1).  Create a 
multiple-paragraph expository composition that establishes a 
topic, provides details and offers a concluding paragraph (5-1.2).  
Create simple documents using electronic media (5-1.4).   

5.  Writing Applications:  Write responses to literature that 
demonstrate an understanding of the literary work, support 
judgments through references, develop interpretations that exhibit 
careful reading and understanding (5-2.2).   

6.  Written and Oral English Language Conventions:  Identify 
and correctly use prepositional phrases, appositives, 
independent/dependent clauses, use transitions and conjunctions 
(5-1.1).  Use correct punctuation (5-1.4).  Spell roots, 
suffixes/prefixes, contractions, and syllable constructions 
correctly (5-1.5).   

7.  Listening and Speaking:  Ask questions that seek information 
not already discussed (5-1.1). Make inferences or draw 
conclusions based on an oral report (5-1.3).  Select a focus, 
organizational structure and point of view for oral presentation 
(5-1.4).  Clarify and support spoken ideas with evidence and 
examples (5-1.5). Analyze media as sources for information, 
entertainment, persuasion, interpretation of events, and 
transmission of culture (5-1.8). 

Course Duration:  *One Semester 
 
Credit Value:   One Course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The objectives for this course are based on all 
of the strands related to the Grade Five English-
Language Arts standards.  
 
This course will provide the foundational skills 
and knowledge for students to be successful in 
achieving the California High School Exit 
Exam English-Language Arts standards. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Open entry/open exit 

 
Methods of Study Evaluation of Performance Standards 

1.  Students will complete all activities assigned. 
2.  Students will participate in discussion with other class           

members and/or teacher. 
 
 

1.  Students will complete all assignments and 
assessments with a minimum of 70% accuracy. 

2.  The supervising teacher will be satisfied with the 
quality of the student’s work.   

 



GRADE FIVE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ARTS A  
Course Outline  

I. Textbook Assignment Options:  
A. Houghton Mifflin California Reading: Expeditions (1 Course)  

 • Read the following selections from Themes 1-3:  
 

a. Earthquake Terror  
b. Eye of the Storm  
c. Volcanoes  
d. Michelle Kwan  
e. La Bamba  
f. The Fear Place  
g. Mae Jemison: Space Scientist  
h. And Then What Happened, Paul Revere?  
i. Katie’s Trunk  
j. James Forten  
 • For each selection above, complete:  

 a. “Think About the Selection” exercises.  
 b. All exercises in the “Student Practice Book” for Themes 1-3.  
 c. One Extension Activity.  

 
B. Target Spelling 1020 (1/2 Course)  

 • Read and complete all activities in the textbook  
 
C. Literature for English, Intermediate I (1 Course)  

 • Read and complete all activities in the textbook.  
 • Complete one Extension Activity  

 
 VI. Extension Activities  

 
A. Student Anthology: Expeditions (select 1)  
 1. After reading “Earthquake Terror” in your Expeditions textbook, write a 

research paper on earthquakes. Be sure to cover what causes earthquakes 
and earthquake preparedness. (WR 3)  

 2. Write a narrative. Make up a story of your choice. Establish a plot, a 
point of view, setting, and conflict. The report should be 3-5 paragraphs 
in length. (WR 2)  

 3. Read the story, “The Fear Inside.” Think about something that scares 
you. Write a detailed paragraph about what scares you and why. Think 
about how you might overcome it. (WR 2)  

 4. Teacher generated activity, approved by site administrator.  
 

B. Literature For English, Intermediate II (select 1)  
 1. Write a different ending for the short story “Three Hundred Pesos.” 

Your ending should be at least 3 paragraphs in length. Edit, re-write, and 
type your story ending. Then edit, revise again, and submit all copies to 
your teacher. (WR 2)  



 2. In the textbook, read “Thinking About Literature” for “Younde Goes to 
Town.” Select 2 or 3 animals and write a folktale of at least 3 paragraphs 
about them.  

 
 Edit, re-write, and type your story. Then edit, revise again, and submit all 

copies to your teacher. (WR 2)  
 3. In the textbook, read “Thinking About Literature” for “Dr. Heidegger’s 

Experiment.” Write a 3-paragraph essay about whom the rose 
symbolized or “stood for” in the story. Edit, re-write and type your story 
ending. Then edit, revise again, and submit all copies to your teacher. 
(WR 1)  

 4. In the textbook, read “Thinking about Literature” for “Fire.” In at least 
3 paragraphs, write the beginning of a story that clearly describes the 
setting. Edit, re-write, and type your story ending. Then edit, revise 
again, and submit all copies to your teacher. (WR 2)  

 5. Teacher generated activity, approved by the site administrator.  
 

 VIII. Evaluation  
 • Unit and/or final test.  
 • All textbook work must meet the 70% accuracy level for a “C” grade.  
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