
Course Title:  WORLD HISTORY AND 
GEOGRAPHY IB 

Course Description 

Course No. 2452                              Grade level:  7-12 
 
Text and Resources: 
History of Our World: The Modern World, Volume  II; Steck-
Vaughn 
 

Course Content:  Key Content Standards and 
Course Objectives 

1.  Students analyze the rise of totalitarian governments after 
World War I in terms of: 
c. Stalin’s rise to power in the Soviet Union (10-7.2). 
d. The rise, aggression, and human costs of Fascist and 

communist regimes (10-7.3). 
2.  Students analyze the causes and consequences of the Second 

World War in terms of: 
f. the role of isolationism and the domestic distractions in     

Europe and the U.S. prior to WWII. (10-8.2). 
g. The major turning points of the war, and the principal 

theaters of conflict (10-8.3). 
h. The political, diplomatic and military leadership (10-8.4). 
i. The Nazi policy of pursuing racial purity (10-8.5). 
j. The human costs of the war. (10-8.6). 

3.  Students analyze the international developments in the post-
World War II in terms of: 
e. the causes of the cold war (10-9.2). 
f. the importance of the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan 

(10-9.3). 
g. the reasons for the collapse of the Soviet Union (10-9.7). 
h. the establishment and work of the United Nations,  and the 

purpose and functions of NATO. 
4.  Students analyze instances of nation-building in the 

contemporary world in two of the following regions or counties:  
The Middle East, Africa, Mexico and other parts of Latin 
American, or China (10-10). 

5.  Students analyze the integration of countries into the world 
economy and the information, technological and 
communications revolutions (10-11). 

 
Historical and Social Science Analysis Skills 
 
Students will demonstrate the grades 9-12 social science 
intellectual, reasoning, reflection and research skills. 
 

Course Value:  *One Semester            
 
Credit Value:  1 - 5 
 
 
 
 
 In this course students will develop an 
understanding of current world issues and 
relate them to their historical, geographic, 
political, economic, and cultural contexts. 
Students will extrapolate from the 
American experience that democratic 
ideals are often achieved at a high price, 
remain vulnerable and are not practiced 
everywhere in the world.  Students 
consider multiple accounts of events in 
order to understand international relations 
from a variety of perspectives. 
 
In addition to the World History content 
standards for grades 9-12, students will 
have opportunities to demonstrate the 9-12 
intellectual, reasoning, reflection and 
research skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Open entry/open exit 

Methods of Study Evaluation of Performance Standards 
1.  Students will complete all activities assigned. 
2.  Students will participate in discussion with other class members 

and/or teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Students will complete all assignments with a 
minimum of 70% accuracy. 

2.  The supervising teacher will be satisfied with the 
quality of the student’s work.   

3.  The student must receive a minimum score of 
70% on a teacher assigned final evaluation. 

 

 



 
 

WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY IB 
Course Outline: 2452 

 
 

I.   Textbook Assignment Options: 
 

          A.   History of Our World: The Modern World, Volume 2 (5.0 credits) 
•  Read chapters 1-16. 
•  Define: “New Words” (beginning of each chapter). 
•  Complete all exercises for each chapter 

                       -Lesson Reviews 
                       -Using What You Have Learned 
                            -Vocabulary 
                            -Comprehension 
                            -Critical Thinking 
                            -Writing 
                            -Skill Builder     

•  Complete two Extension Activities listed below. 
                   
 II.   Extension Activity Options:                      
           
        1.    Using the Internet, or other library materials, research the Berlin Wall.  In a 1-paragraph 

essay describe why it was put up and how it affected the people living on either side of 
the wall. As a part of your essay, describe how you might have felt had the wall affected 
you. Use Writing Rubric Exp. I. 

            2.   Create a map of Europe after WWII, labeling all major countries and the capital cities of 
each. Compare your map with a map of Europe before WWII.  Write a 1-paragraph 
essay, comparing the two maps. Use Writing Rubric Exp. I. 

            3.   Using the Internet or library, research the Cold War.  Write a 1-paragraph essay, or 
create a 3-slide PowerPoint presentation based upon your research, explaining what it 
was, who was involved and how it affected the world. Use Writing Rubric Exp. I. 

            4.   Using the Internet, find information about one of the world’s infamous dictators (Adolf 
Hitler, Benito Mussolini, Hideki Tojo) of the early 1900’s. Write a 1-paragraph essay or 
create a 3-slide PowerPoint presentation based upon your research describing the 
dictator’s personality and what happened to his nation during his rule. Use Writing 
Rubric Exp. I. 

         5.   Teacher generated activity, approved by the site administrator. 
 
III.   Evaluation 
 

• See your teacher for a unit test. 
• All writing assignments must meet the proficient level of the writing rubric provided by   

the teacher. 
• All textbook work must meet 70% accuracy level for a “C” grade. 

 
 


