
Course Title: UNITED STATES HISTORY AND 
GEOGRAPHY IA 

Course Description 

Course No. 2453                                Grade level: 8-12 
 
Text and Resources: 
America’s Story, Book 1;  Steck-Vaughn 

Course Content:  Key Content Standards and 
Course Objectives 

1. Students understand the foundation of the American political 
system and the ways in which citizens participate in it (8-3). 

2.  Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people 
from 1800 to the mid-1800’s and the challenges they faced, in 
terms of the influence of industrialization and technological 
developments and the reasons for the wave of immigration and 
growth in the number, size, and spatial arrangements of cities 
(8-6). 

3.  Students analyze the transformation of the American economy 
and the changing social and political conditions in the United 
States in response to the Industrial Revolution (8-12). 

3. Students understand the political, religious, social, and economic 
institutions that evolved in the colonial era in terms of the 
religious aspects of the earliest colonies and the growth of 
religious tolerations and free exercise (5-4). 

4.  Students trace the rise of the U.S. to its role as a world power in 
the 20th century (11-4). 

5.  Students analyze the major political, social, economic, 
technological, and cultural developments of the 1920’s (11-5). 

 
Historical and Social Science Analysis Skills 
 
Students will demonstrate the grades 9-12 social science 
intellectual, reasoning, reflection and research skills. 

Course Value:  *One Semester            
 
Credit Value:  1 - 5 
 
 
 
After a brief review of the nation’s 
beginnings and the impact of the 
Enlightenment on U.S. democratic ideals, 
this course will focus on U.S. history from 
the rise of industrialization through the early 
1900s. Students will trace the change in the 
ethnic composition of American society.  An 
emphasis is placed on the expanding role of 
the federal government and federal courts as 
well as the continuing tension between the 
individual and the state. 
 
In addition to the U.S. History and 
Geography content standards for grades 9-
12, students will have opportunities to 
demonstrate the 9-12 social science 
intellectual, reasoning, reflection and 
research skills.  
 
*Open entry/open exit 

Methods of Study Evaluation of Performance Standards 
1.  Students will complete all textbook assignments. 
2.  Students will participate in discussion with other class members 

and/or teacher. 
3. Students will complete writing, research, and/or technology 

activities as assigned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Students will complete all assignments with a 
minimum of 70% accuracy for a “C” grade. 

2.  The supervising teacher will be satisfied with the 
quality of the student’s work.   

3.  The student must receive a minimum score of 
70% on a teacher assigned final evaluation. 

 

 



UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY IA 
Course Outline: 2453 

 
 

I.  Textbook Assignment: 
 
       America’s Story, Book 1 (5.0 credits) 

• Read:  Chapters 1-21. 
•    Complete: “Define New Words” (beginning of each chapter)  
•    Complete: “Using What You’ve Learned”  
•    Complete:  “Using Primary Sources” 
•    Complete:  “Using Geography Themes” 
•    Complete two of the Extension Activities listed below. 

 
II.     Extension Activity Options: 
 
          1.  Using the Internet, go to www.whitehouse.gov/kids/presidents.  Research two of the  

following presidents and write a 1-pargraph summary on each. Use Writing Rubric 
SI. 

a. Andrew Johnson 
b. Grover Cleveland 
c. Theodore Roosevelt 
d. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
e. Woodrow Wilson. 

                2.  Create a timeline of 5 major events from 1776-1850.  Include a 1-pargraph summary 
for one of the events. Use Writing Rubric SI. 

                3.  Write a 1-paragraph summary about three major inventions that changed American 
life.  (phone, light bulb, airplane, etc.)  Include information about the inventor, the 
year it was introduced, and how it changed American life. Use Writing Rubric S I. 

                4.  Use a newspaper to research and record the weather high-temperatures for one week 
for Bakersfield and one other city in the United States.  Prepare and complete a bar 
graph showing each city’s high temperatures for the week.  You will need to label the 
bar graph with temperature, dates and each city’s name. 

                5.  Teacher generated activity, approved by the site administrator. 
  
    III.     Evaluation 

 
• See your teacher for a unit test. 
• All Writing assignments must meet the proficient level of the rubric provided by 

the teacher. 
• All textbook work must meet 70% accuracy level for a “C” grade. 

 
 
 
 


